Troop 7 Camping Trip Guidelines

Our troop has an organized camping activity of some kind every month, varying from primitive to relatively comfortable.  All of our troop trip and camping documents, including a packing list, are included in this packet and available at our website.  Here are some camping hints, rules, and guidelines to keep in mind when preparing for a camping trip. 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE
1. Scouts in our Troop who are registered with BSA, have BSA medical forms on file with our Troop, and were present at the Tuesday meeting prior to a trip, can come on the trip. Some trips require advanced sign-up.  A few trips have age or rank limitations, to make sure that the participants are prepared for trip activities.

2. We will always have two-deep Adult Leadership for any Scouting activity. Parents are encouraged to come on trips, as long as they follow troop and trip guidelines.  Remember that Scouting is a boy-run organization! Adults shall complete the following by the trip planning meeting: 
1) Youth Protection Training, a BSA online training course. Print the certificate and provide it to the appropriate troop personnel
2) BSA online training appropriate to the nature of the trip

3) BSA Health form appropriate for the nature of the trip

4) Drivers Pledge form

5) Adult Application form


3. Siblings not in the Troop cannot participate, per BSA policy. There are several reasons for this:  it distracts from the Scouting nature of the event, it places an added burden on Adult and Scout Leaders, and it may not be a developmentally appropriate activity for younger siblings.


COSTS
1. We strive to keep costs to a minimum but some trips cost more than others.  The estimated cost of the camping trip shall be advertised during trip signup.  Final cost may vary depending upon the number of scouts and adults attending.  Typically, adults pay the same amount as scouts but this can vary due to entry fees. If you have signed up and attend the Tuesday meeting, and subsequently cancel, the scout and/or adult will be responsible for the trip costs as we will already have purchased food, etc.  An appeal due to illness or other serious issue can be made to the Troop Committee.

PREPARATION
1. A Scout must be at the meeting the Tuesday prior to a trip to attend.  At this meeting we plan menus, and duty rosters and make sure we have drivers, and camping arrangements.  We also give information on what to bring, when/where to meet, etc.  Adults going on the trip should also attend the Tuesday planning meeting.

2. All participants will be divided into a patrol for that trip. One scout will be selected as Trip Senior Patrol Leader and a Patrol Leader will be selected for each patrol.  
3. The scouts in each patrol plan a Menu and a Duty Roster for the trip. The Menu should involve preparation - we shouldn’t just open a can or box and eat from it.  Each meal should include at least one fruit or vegetable, preferably more so the meal is nutritionally healthy. The Menu needs to fit the food budget. 

4. Each member of a Patrol has duties during the trip, as listed on the Duty Roster. For most meals, this involves fire building, cooking, or kp (cleanup). These duties rotate so that everyone performs each job.

5. One member of each Patrol is selected to be the Food Shopper. This is normally a younger scout as this is a rank requirement. Another older scout will be selected to assist the shopper.  The shopper will receive a check from the troop Treasurer to purchase menu items.  The amount of this check is dependent upon the number of meals and number of people in his patrol.   It is important for the SCOUT to shop, not the parent; not only is it a rank requirement, it is also a valuable learning experience.  [Hints: buy generic brands; buy ingredients (rather than prepared products), don’t forget paper towels. Usually, the Shopper will also need a cooler and ice to transport perishable food. Please use the large coolers in the troop shed.]

 6. We are required to file a Tour Permit with our local Council whenever we travel out of our District (6-county area). For this Permit, we need driver’s license numbers for drivers, as well as auto insurance information. The Trip Coordinator will collect this information and make sure that it is submitted properly.  

PACKING
1. For specialized trips (like backpacking), information about what to pack will be shared during meetings.  For regular trips, follow the packing list in your Scout Handbook or our troop website.  Don’t forget to bring your Handbook, eating utensils, a flashlight, personal toiletries, a poncho, and appropriate clothing. Bring a personal tent or make arrangements to share with another Scout. Per BSA policy, an adult can tent with his son but not another scout.

2. SCOUTS SHOULD NOT BRING sheath knives, aerosol cans, or other potentially dangerous items. They should not bring unhealthy snacks, junk food, sodas, etc.  These items will attract bugs, ants, and other creepy-crawly things that do not belong in tents. Also, scouts may not bring electronics of any kind. 


3. Pack your gear in gallon-sized Ziploc bags. This keeps clothing organized and dry if it rains. Pack your sleeping bag in a trash bag to keep it dry and clean.  Pack in a backpack or a bag that can be easily carried.

TRAVELING
1. Scouts must travel to and from trips with the Troop.  We do not accommodate requests for Scouts to be brought up separately, or late, on camping trips.  Parents should not ask to take their Scouts home early from camping trips.  We travel and work as a group.  As a troop, we experience the highs and lows of the trip. We work together setting up camp, cooking and breaking camp.  We make an effort to stick to the schedule that we have announced.





2. We normally meet at Westminster Christian Academy at the announced time to pack the troop trailer and leave.  Please be on time.  Scouts need to be there to help load the troop and personal gear. 

3. We wear Class A Uniforms when we travel to and from our destination on trips.  Uniforms make us look sharp, remind us that we are Scouts and are a group, and lets others know who we are.

4. All passengers must wear seatbelts while in vehicles.  Adult leaders are reminded not to become distracted by mobile devices.  Written directions will be provided to you.

5. On many trips, we bring a sack meal along or eat at a fast-food or similar restaurant. Be sure to check on this ahead of time, so you know what to bring. When stopping for fuel or bathroom breaks, scouts are not allowed to purchase food, drink or other items.  

6. The Trip Coordinator needs to know which adults are planning to drive on the trip.  Scouts may not drive.  Adults are encouraged to consolidate/carpool whenever possible so that we do not have a caravan of half-full vehicles.

ON THE TRIP
1. The Senior Patrol Leader, Patrol Leaders, and other Scout Leaders are responsible for making sure that work gets done.  Adults work with Scout Leaders, rather than doing things for the Scouts.  We are a boy-led troop!

2. On trips, we eat as Patrols.  Adults eat with their assigned Patrol, but do not work (except for general supervision and occasional direction).  There is a prayer before each meal.  Usually, kp eats first, cooks serve; cooks eat last.  Each person is responsible for bringing their own plate, cup, bowl, spork.  Each person does his own personal dish kp.  Patrol kp involves washing group dishes, utensils, pots & pans, putting away food, and cleaning up the area.

3. The Chaplain Aide is responsible for preparing and leading a Chapel Service on each trip.

4. We usually return on Sundays between Noon and 3:00pm, depending on the program and the distance. At least 20 minutes before we arrive, Scouts will call parents to inform them of our arrival time. Scouts will help unload the troop and personal gear from our trailer, and put the troop gear away. PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE PICKING UP YOUR SCOUT.  THE ADULT LEADERS WANT TO GO HOME TOO!

5. Scouts are expected to live by the Scout Oath and Scout Law during all activities.  Disobedient, disruptive, dangerous, illegal, and/or violent behavior will not be tolerated. Adult leaders reserve the right to send a Scout home, at the parents' expense, in the event of serious misbehavior. 

6. Changes from this general script will be announced at meeting(s) prior to a trip. If you have any questions, feel free to ask your Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol Leader, Scoutmaster, or Adult Trip Coordinator.
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